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“More persons, on the whole, are humbugged by believing in nothing, than by
believing too much.”

- P.T. Barnum



Forward| Troy Doucet
Walking the Tightrope of Life

Widely known as an effective and passionate communicator (and for good
reason) Blake Porter now steps out as an emerging writer- and a darn good one
at that. From the moment you begin reading Walking the Tightrope of Life you
feel as though you are simply sitting and conversing with Blake over a hot
venti caramel macchiato, extra shot of espresso, and double whip at the corner
Starbucks. Walking utilizes a vivid narrative mixed with a wistful yearning to
convey the truth of the supremacy of Christ.

This work is a powerful testimony and call for all generations to let go and let
God. Porter, the master storyteller, initially captivates the reader with all the all
too familiar imagery of going to the circus as a kid and watching in awe those
fearless highwire walkers find the balance they need to complete their very short
journey. All the while, as Porter so succinctly points out, the crowd watches

and almost instinctly contemplates the question of ‘what if’.

We have all asked the ‘what if’ question one time or another in our lives- whether

during a high flying trapeze act, in that, ‘what if’ he falls. But, also concerning the
big questions- 'what if God is real?, 'what if' this Jesus character is that God?,
‘what if’ | completely surrender my life to Jesus? ‘what if’ | completely sell out to
following Him?

Yet, as creative, lucid and practical as this work is- Blake Porter is much more
interested in something far more significant that the latter descriptive adjectives
I've mentioned. His earnest longing to convey truth is easily discernable in this
work- as well as in his preaching style. Unlike many contemporary Christian
authors whose writings often read like motivational self-help manuals- Blake
utilizes sound biblical hermeneutical variances that portray a clear, concise and
cohesive applicability to the everyday life of a Christian walking the all too true-

‘tightrope’ of life.

As a fellow Christ-follower | am extremely happy and honored to suggest this
writing to any non-follower and all followers of Jesus who want real, practical and
logical steps to trusting and deepening their walk with the savior.



through the camp from one end to the other, each killing his brother and friend
and neighbor.” “ | know that sounds horrible right? But it even gets worse. In
chapter 33:5/For the Lord has said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites, ‘YOU ARE A
STIFF-NECKED’ people.

They decided to guide their own steps, many got killed and now the rest of them
have the God of the universe very angry at them to where at the end of verse 5
God says, “If | were to go with you even for a moment, | might destroy you.”

This entire incident is just the preamble to a journey that will see Philistines and
Midianites as well as all kinds of other “ites” wreaking havoc on the lives of Israel
as time and time again they try to take their own steps which leads them
wandering for 40 years in the desert.

Think about this for minute, just like the TV commercial says, “You can have it
your way!” Who wants to give someone else the permission or even the
opportunity to tell us what to do? To direct us in the way we should go, to allow
someone to say step there and then there. Are you kidding me? We don’t want
that. We'd rather throw out the rebellious attitude, “I am my own person!” Ever
said that?

Here is even a better example. Have you ever been trying to fix something or
better yet build something and you are in serious concentration mode and
someone else thinks they can do it better. Maybe you are just driving your car but
you have a backseat driver that should be thrown out the window. “| mean that in
love!” Seriously, you are working on your project or driving or whatever. But you
have this person trying to poke their nose in, trying to start offering suggestions
of a better way, or telling you you’re not doing it right. The last thing | need when
| am trying to put together some crazy toy that my nephew gets for Christmas is
someone stepping in trying to interrupt my progress. So, if you are in this
scenario, what are you saying inside or maybe you even blurt it out loud?

We say, “l can do it!” “I got it!” “I can do it myself!”

Are you ready for the punch in the face? Many of us are saying that to God right
now this very minute by how we act or the decisions that we make in our lives.
We think our life is our own.

Where are you today? Are you the ruler of your own domain? Or are you under
the authority of the only one who can perfectly guide your steps? You see, Jesus
is the way, he is the author and perfector of our faith, he is the Alpha and
Omega, he is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, he is the name above all
names. Let Jesus lead your steps one foot at a time.
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Making It Real for Real Life: Life Q’s
“Permission”

Life Questions:

By definition “Rebellious” means showing a desire to resist authority, control or
convention (behavior that is considered acceptable to most members of a
society).

LQ #1 Have you ever found yourself choosing your own will over an authority
figure, parent, teacher, boss, coach, police officer, or God? Why do
you think we want to make our own choices and resist those who may
know more about life than us? Write out your answer.

LQ#2 Do you believe that as a Christian you have a “right” or are “entitled” to
do what you want to do? Why or why not? Write out your reason(s).

LQ#3  When was the last time you asked for permission to do something from
an authority figure, parent, teacher, coach, police officer, or God?
For you personally, was it an easy thing to do or was it like getting a
tooth pulled? Why or why not? Write out your reason(s).

Connecting with God
Pray this Prayer: “Dear God, I'm seeking to walk the tightrope of life in a way

that pleases you today, would you help me to stop and ask for permission, insight
and wisdom before | do what | want to do? In Jesus’ Name, Amen.”
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Achoo

So lets be a little courageous and jump back up on the platform looking down at
hundreds if not thousands of faces looking up at you waiting for you to take the
first step out onto the wire.

Just for fun lets say we get several steps away from the platform and the only
thing between you and the ground is air. Then all the sudden you realize you
might be in some big trouble because your body is in preparation to sneeze and
you are balancing on a wire that is %z inch in width. | got two words for ya! “OH
SNAPI!”

Being a speaker that travels all over the country | have been to my share of
airports and the one thing | like to do to buy time waiting for my plane is sit in the
terminal and watch people. | have witnessed some of the craziest sneezes you
could ever imagine. So | am happy to report that | have discovered that there are
two major types of sneezes. The first group of sneezer’s are the one’s that try to
hold the sneeze in and they end up looking like their eyeballs are going to go
shooting across the room like a struck ping pong ball. And there also is this little
noise that follows the shooting eyeballs. Now, the second type of sneezers, are
the one’s that you hear even if you are out of a 50 feet radius of the sneezer. The
people that sneeze this way aren’t playin’, | mean they could blow the cotton
candy right off the stick. If there was a baby in a stroller close to them and they
let her rip, that baby would be shot down the hall as if they were in John Force’s
dragster.

So what do sneezes have to do with walking the tightrope of life you ask? Do you
seriously think you could keep your balance on a % inch wire if you sneezed? |
don’t. I'd show up at the pearly gates and St. Peter would say, “What happened?”
and | would look at him and say, “Death by Sneezing!”

Seriously though, in the next few chapters we are going to be talking about the 3
sneezes that can knock us off the tightrope without a net.

Check out Paul when he wrote to the church at Ephesus. We can see his
concern for these people. | too share concern for you and want you to listen to
these encouraging words. In Ephesians 5:15/Be very careful, then, how you live
— not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the
days are evil.

Are you making the most of every step you take walking the tightrope of life?
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Making It Real for Real Life: Life Q’s
“Achoo!”

Life Questions:

The last place you need to “sneeze” is while trying to keep your balance in life.
However, sometimes there are things that just tickle your nose and you feel like
you just have to sneeze. Be careful, because one false move and you could take
a tumble. The truth is, all of us are just one sneeze (decision) away from disaster.

LQ #1 Can you think of a decision (sneeze) that caused you to lose your
balance on the tightrope of life? For example, bad friends, disobeying
a parent or a teacher, lying to get you ahead in life, cheating on a test,
etc. Write out one “sneeze” that comes to mind.

LQ#2  Write about a time when you saw one of your friends “sneeze” and fall
off the tightrope of life. What were the consequences of their decision?
Was their decision worth it?

Connecting with God
Pray this Prayer: “Dear God, would you help me as | try not to “sneeze” on the

high wire of life? | want to honor you and stay focused as | continue on my walk
across the tightrope. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.”
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Sneeze 1

Let’s jump back up on the platform looking down at hundreds if not thousands of
faces looking up at you waiting for you to take the first step out onto the wire.
Hopefully we laughed at the whole sneezing thing but | did share with you that
we would be covering three sneezes that can make us fall off the high wire.
Three sneezes that can make us go “SPLAT!” when we are trying to walk the
tightrope of life without a net.

And the first sneeze | want to discuss today is Religion.

What is religion you may ask? Well, let me sound smart for a minute. The English
word "religion" is derived from the Middle English "religioun" which came from the
Old French "religion." Some scholars believe it may have been originally derived
from the Latin word "religo" which means "ritual.”

Now in our culture today this word can be misleading in regards to how someone
might define the word for themselves. You see | have spoke to many people who
have told me that they are religious, but then many of these same people would
also then turn around and say, “by saying I'm religious | mean | believe there is a
higher power out there somewhere.”

To keep your head from spinning thinking about this, let me explain it this way.
To say you are religious would then suggest to me that you have a religion.
Some might goes as far as to say they have a Worldview. Worldview? It is the
beliefs you have, the way you see things. And for millions walking on this planet
that worldview is intertwined with their religion.

By studying world religions we can see that some religions have one main God
and others have multiple Gods and some don’t have any God at all but believe in
an energy force. Well then, “may the force be with you!” But wait, we cannot
forget those that think they can become their own higher power.

Just for fun, if you are a entertaining the thought of becoming a Scientologist and
you think you believe that Lord Xenu was the dictator of the Galactic
Confederacy who 75 million years ago brought billions of his people to earth in a
spacecraft, stacked them around volcanoes and killed them using hydrogen
bombs.... and this belief is why you are going to pay thousands of dollars so you
can make yourself even more powerful in the universe. “Hmmmm, now that’s
interesting!”

My point being, if you cannot even decipher whom or what you believe in, how
can you truly have balance in your life? And to walk the tightrope of life the one
thing we need, the one thing that we have to have as mentioned in chapter one is
balance.
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So here we are on the tightrope getting a little wobbly because this seems like it's
almost too much of a hassle because all of our attention is now focused on the
question, what do | believe? Do | have one God or two or even 10? All the while
we need to be looking straight ahead and even more importantly, we need to be
focusing on moving that next foot around and getting it into position to place it in
front of the other foot without shaking the 72 inch wire you are standing on.

See how things get confusing when you talk about religion? Now, | am sure
many will say, “Blake religion is not near as difficult as you are making it? My
religion has one God and that is the only God | worship.”

But here is where our theology differs, | personally believe that it's not about
religion but its about relationship. It's not about DOING but it's about
understanding that Jesus Christ already DID when he died on the cross. He
connected us back together with a DSL connection to God. 24-7 he is waiting to
communicate with us. No chicken whacking, just talking to him.

“Chicken whacking?” Yes, chicken whacking, also known as chicken drive by’s.
You asking yourself, “Where does this take place?” Well, in India, we can find
that the Chicken God has many chickens getting whacked daily because the
worshipers of it believe that by killing the birds the Chicken God is pleased with
them. ATTENTION! IS THIS THING ON?7?? If you are reading this and you are a
chicken and you live in India — “LEAVE NOW”

Religion is all about works. You can find yourself constantly having to do things
to please your God and even then you never know where you stand with that
God or God’s. So, there you are living in fear.

Friends, there is no direction to life believing and living this way.

Look at what the psalmist says in the Bible.

Psalms 119:113 /Direct my footsteps according to your word

Are you religious? Can | ask you how you are really doing with that? Not what
you appear to be on the surface, but deep in your soul — How is that workin’ for

ya?

Lets jump to the next chapter and look at Sneeze Part Il -Religion. | want to shed
some light on Gods vs. The God.
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Making It Real for Real Life: Life Q’s
“Sneeze #1 Religion”

Life Questions:

Religion is about “doing,” but a relationship is about “being.” It’s interesting that
the term for mankind is not “human doings” but “human beings!” Relationship is
at the core of who God is and what God is about.

LQ #1 What does the word “religion” mean? Write out the definition. How
does this definition differ from relationship?

LQ#2  Mostreligions are about “works.” It's all about doing something to
please the god or gods of that particular belief system. Do you really
think you could ever “do” enough to please God? Why or why not?

LQ#3  Write out your definition of the word “relationship.” What is one thing
you could do to deepen your relationship with God? Here are some
suggestions; pray and listen, read the Bible and write your insights in a
journal, listen to worship music that honors God, attend a local church
and get involved by helping as needed. How will you deepen your
relationship with God this week?

Connecting with God

Pray this Prayer: “Dear God, | don’t want religion or ritual, | want to grow in my
relationship with you. Would you teach me and show me how | can get closer to
you? As | pray I will also commit to listen for your voice. In Jesus’ Name,
Amen.”
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Sneeze 1 Part Il

By now you are tracking with me, so, | want you to see that God says to Moses in
Exodus 3:7-8: "I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. | have
heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and | am concerned about
their suffering. So | have come down to rescue them from the hand of the
Egyptians....”

But let me back up a even a little further in time. Genesis 12. God calls Abram
and tells him to leave his father’'s household. Now when we think about leaving a
household you and | think of walking out the front door of our house right? But
when God says leave your father's household he is referring to all aspects of
living back in the day. Walk away from all the idol worship and the making of
sacrifices to all those Gods. God wanted Abram to stop living the kind of life he
was custom to. But here was a God that was truly audible speaking to Abram.
What do you think Abram was thinking? "I must of had some bad berries for
dinner last night!" Seriously, would you just grab the fam (family), pack up and
start an unknown journey like Abram?

So, like we talked about in the previous chapter. There are multiple Gods that
some people worship and even give sacrifices to. But they never know where
they stand with all of these God’s. And in Abram’s day everything had a God
attached to it. God’s represented the sun, the moon, the ground, the wind, the
rain, just to name a few.

But here we see the first time in history a God not only calling a guy, but a God
saying that he is going to bless this guy and anyone else who blesses him. So,
now we have a God with a pulse. Not a deaf mute object to bow down to but a
God that wants to be in communication with his people.

Let’s go back to Exodus. So here we have the descending Israelites of the twelve
original tribes of Jacob. Slaves in Egypt and had been for several generations.
Their captivity was reason enough for this God to use Moses to lead the people
to both a location where they would be able to live their lives in a free and
productive way. Now catch this! This God wanted the best for his children, just as
he wants the best for you and for me.

So, here is where we now can make the distinction between Religion or
Relationship, better yet, Gods vs. God. You see the one true God of the Old
Testament (Yahweh) is the very same God that wants to be in relationship with
his children. This goes back to the original purpose of creation. We have this
deep need to relate to the creator. This is how we were wired, it is in our DNA, it
cannot be replaced with multiple Gods or idols and energies. It is a relationship
that completes us. John 17:3/is that every person...may know you, the one true
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Making It Real for Real Life: Life Q’s
“Sneeze #1 Part 2 Religion”

Life Questions:

God shows up on the scene. This God has a pulse and speaks to Abram and
literally calls him out. Before that time and since that time other “Gods” have not
spoken to or have been personal and relational with their followers.

LQ#1  As God met with Abram what were some of the promises that He gave
to Abram and his wife Sarai(Sarah) from Genesis 12:1-3?

LQ#2  Whatis it according to the Exodus account in the Bible that God wants
for His children? Hint: It starts with a “B” and ends with a “T.” Write it
down. How does that make you feel about relating to the one true
God?

LQ#3 According to Blake what is it that “completes” us? It's been said that
there is a God shaped vacuum in every person, a hole in your sole. It
can only be filled by one thing, what is that one thing?

Connecting with God
Pray this Prayer: “Dear God, thank you for the promises you made to Abram and

that in Jesus they are mine as well! Like Moses | want to relate to you and know
you in a more personal way. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.”
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Snheeze 2

| want you to see what is said in Proverbs 13:20/ He who walks with the wise
grows wise, but a companion of fools suffers harm.

Do you know how easy it is to make really “wheels off” decisions in your life? |
mean if you just wake up one morning and decide you want to act a fool that
particular day all you need to do is find a fool or a whole group of them. Now is it
fair to say we have all had a friend or a group of friends that at one point had us
somewhere we should not be, doing something we should not be doing?

| know that | have! And what ended up happening? Not only did | get in trouble
but | also had to live with the consequence. Friends, the second thing that can
easily knock you and | off the tightrope of life without a net could be your friends.

Let me ask you:

Who do you hang out with?

Who do you spend time with?

Who is in your inner circle?

Who do you have relationships with?
Who are your friends?

Now before | show you some scripture by no means am | teaching you to have
an isolationist mentality. | am just letting you know that certain friends may
influence you to walk the wrong road and | say this from personal experience. In
John 1:7 as the author is introducing us to John the Baptist, it reads, “He came
as a witness to testify concerning the light (Jesus) so that through him all men
might believe.”

We can still be like John and share the light with everyone you come across.
Again, just be careful if some of them influence you or make you stumble in your
steps.

Even the Bible tells us to be cautious!

Ephesians 5:15/Be very careful, then, how you live — not as unwise but as wise,
making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do
not be foolish.....

It is so much easier to surround yourself with people that are walking the

tightrope of life also trying to grow their Christian walk rather than people trying to
knock you off the tightrope.
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Proverbs 27:17/ As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.

But think about this, do you continue to find yourself in places you should not be
and having to live with the consequence like | mentioned earlier?

The reality is this. If you were to let me hang out with your 5 closest friends for a
day; | would talk the way they talk, go to places they hang out, do the things they
do. By spending time with them | could very easily identify whether or not your
life was headed for some really jacked up rough weather or if you had clear blue
skies in your future.

And for you students out there, let me also mention that the kind of friends you
have now at an early age will determine the kind of friends you will most likely
have as you get older. Researchers have found that the majority of teens that run
with the wrong crowd as they grow older will continue to attract those same kind
of people.

And for you Christians out there | would like to close with a quote from a mentor
and phenomenal Pastor, Michael Rowan who said, “You don’t have to be un-
godly to have your life fall apart around you, just let someone get up close to you
who is!”

It all goes back to being careful.
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Making It Real for Real Life: Life Q’s
“Sneeze 2”

Life Questions:

There’s a simple life truth that says, “You become who you spend the most time
with.” Like a glow in the dark ball that absorbs the light and then radiates light,
so too do we absorb who we are exposed to and then in turn radiate that to
others.

LQ #1 Think about the students you see in the mall together, at school or at
youth group together. Have you ever noticed that the closer they are
the more they talk like each other, act like each other and look like one
another? According to Proverbs 13:20 what happens when a person
chooses to walk with wise people? Explain your answer in your own
words.

LQ#2  According to the same verse what happens when you become a
companion of fools? Explain your answer.

LQ#3 How does the apostle Paul in Ephesians 5: tell the believers in
Ephesus how they are supposed to live? Why is this important?

Connecting with God

Pray this Prayer: “Dear God, would you help me to pick my friends wisely? |
want to influence my friends for the right things instead of my friends influencing
me for the wrong things. Make me a light that burns bright for others to see. In
Jesus’ Name, Amen.”
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Sneeze 3

Have you ever realized just how easy it is to think you and | can take steps onto
the wire and continue making what | myself have become an All Pro at? Not only
an All Pro, | am also an MVP and World Champion of making the, “What were
you thinking decisions!”

Continuing to make “what were you thinking decisions” is the final sneeze that we
are going to look at as we continue to walk the tightrope of life, in this case,
without a net.

1 Corinthians 3:19 / For the wisdom of the world is foolishness in God’s sight....

We have all done foolish things in our lives right? | mean you cannot tell me at
some point in your life no one has ever said, “What were you thinking?”

| have decided to make you laugh by sharing a story from my early childhood and
probably the most ridiculous, “what were you thinking decision” ever.

When | was a young kid, | had this fascination with knocking down wasp nests
with a stick. "Yeah, you already know where this is heading!”

During summer breaks from school | would wake up in the morning watch
cartoons then off to the garage to get my trusty sword (A very long stick) to
defeat the evil wasps. They called me, “The Great Wasp Hunter!” | would cruise
around the neighborhood looking for really big nests. The more wasps | could
make mad at one time the more fun it was.

This one particular morning in the garage | noticed my Dallas Cowboys football
helmet | got the previous Christmas. | quickly thought to myself, "This would
make great armor to keep me safe from the angry wasps." Reality is | had no
shirt on! | was a kid wearing a pair of shorts being barefoot with a Dallas
Cowboys football helmet walking around Gloucester Ct. in Irving, TX with a long

stick looking to pick a fight with some wasps. That just doesn’t sound smart does
it?

Looking back at that now, | probably didn't have all my marbles back then.....in
other words, | was not really thinking about what | was doing. The funny looks |
received as people passed by in their cars make total sense to me now.

So, there | was with my armor and my trusty sword. | knew the wasps could not
get to me because | had on my helmet of protection.
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The prior day | had dismantled all the wasp nests on my street, so | was about to
make war with the enemy across the street. (Yes, | looked both ways before
crossing!)

It took me several minutes to get to the new land | was about to conquer. This
day the challenge was for the ages, | came up to the biggest wasp nest | had
ever seen in all my wasp nest slaying days.

| took my very confident self over to get in position to take down this wasp castle.
Then, without hesitation, | aimed and swung the stick. "BULLSEYE!!!"

As | began to celebrate | did not realize that the castle full of wasps was stuck on
the top of my stick, As | looked up, the nest in slow motion began to fall and the
nest was coming directly for me. But | froze | could not move. My legs would not
let me retreat. The nest came down and the wasps attacked. | immediately got
stung several times, that is when my feet re-educated themselves on what "RUN"
means. By the time | got home and to the hospital (Yes, mom had to drive me to
the emergency room) | had been stung 24 times and this mighty warrior was
swollen all over my body. | still had wasps stuck to me when we got to the
hospital.

A couple of hours later after getting all kinds of shots and finally calming down
from all the crying, the doctor came in the room and he looked at my mom then
asked me those famous words, “Son, what were you thinking?”

You know what’s funny, sometimes in my life; | just know that God is saying the
same thing to me even as an adult. “Blake, what were you thinking?” And | have
to answer back to God just like | answered the doctor by saying, “I don’t know!”
The reality in our lives folks is walking the tightrope of life without a net gets us in
a whole lot of hurt if we keep making, “What were you thinking decisions”
especially if we don’t know why we keep making them.

How embarrassing it is to say to God “I don’t know” why | keep acting a fool!
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Making It Real for Real Life: Life Q’s
“Sneeze 3”

Life Questions:

There’s an old cliché that says, “Hindsight is 20/20!” That means that it's easy to
look back and see with much more clarity and insight on a past action. Now that
| am much older | can definitely feel the same way that the doctor did when he
said, “What were you thinking?”

LQ #1 What does 1 Corinthians 3:19 tells us that the wisdom of this world is?
Discuss why that is true in your own words.

LQ#2 In your own words what does it say about the intelligence of God if the
greatest and most brilliant wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s
sight?

LQ#3 Describe a situation in your past that was a “What was | thinking?”
moment? Why was it foolish? Were there consequences?

Connecting with God
Pray this Prayer: “Dear God, | have made mistakes and bad decisions. Would

you forgive me and help me to surround myself with wise people that | might
become wise? In Jesus’ Name, Amen.”
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Feet

Psalms 119-133 /Direct my footsteps according to your word; let no sin rule over
me.

Did you catch that? The writer here understands what Jeremiah was saying
about how man should not direct his own steps. (Jeremiah 10:23)

You see, the writer is actually telling God, “Hey only you can guide my footsteps
so please, | ask that you direct my feet just as your word says. And by asking you
to do this, as | listen for your small voice and as | try my best everyday to step
where you want me to step, | ask that you let No sin rule over me.

So today | ask you, Is there anyone out there that is ready to give God their feet?
Are any of you ready to stop with the rebellious attitude and be willing to let go
and let God lead you, guide you and direct you? Is there anyone out there that is
ready to shout out today, “Yeah Blake, that is me, | am ready!” For some of you
this might be the hardest decision you have ever made. And for others it might be
the easiest. Because | know many of you are probably sick and tired of getting
beat up from falling off the tightrope of life without a net. Some of you are tired of
hanging with the wrong folk. Others of you are tired of playing the Religion game
and the rest of you are just sick and tired of making, “what was | thinking
decisions!”

And you know the funny thing is many of us would just keep on living our lives
this way until someone was to step out and say, “Hey, you do not have to live this
way!” “You do not have to live this way!” You don’t have to live this way!”

And friends, this was whole reason for me writing this e-book. Simply to show
you how easy we can conform into something that we really don’t realize we are.
We can be totally lost and oblivious to our own reality! But we can realize we are
a people that truly need transformation in our lives! Not change, but the real good
stuff. The eye opening words that say, “You don’t have to live like this!” The God
help me renew my way of thinking kind of stuff. Stuff that shows us first and
foremost we can be transformed by letting God renew our minds kind of stuff
(Romans 12:2).

Our real challenge is that we just need to allow God the opportunity to take over.
Just yell out where ever you are, “HERE ARE MY FEET GOD, | AM GIVING
THEM BACK TO YOU!” Or maybe you are giving God your feet for the very first
time. If so, we celebrate this life changing moment with you.

So, those of you that are yelling right now, “I want that!” | am ready for all of this

renewing kind of stuff Blake, | guess the only question left then is where do we
start?
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Making It Real for Real Life: Life Q’s
“Feet”

Life Questions:

There’s nothing worse than being around friends who have stinky feet! It makes

you want to turn and run the other way... | can hear Jenny cheering you on, “Run
Forrest! Run!” Aren’t you glad God is not like that? In fact He wants your stinky
feet!

LQ#1  According to Psalms 119:133 what are we supposed to use to guide
our steps? What does this verse indicate is the point of our steps
being guided?

LQ#2  Why is it good news to you to hear Pastor Blake state, “You don’t have
to live this way?”

LQ#3 If you are ready and willing to give God your feet, write out a simple
prayer telling him so. Keep it simple, direct but make it personal.

Connecting with God
Pray this Prayer: “Dear God, | come to you today to give you my feet so that sin

will no longer rule over me. Direct my steps according to your will and your
purposes. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.”
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Community Trampoline

Right out of the gate today | want to thank Rob Bell for energizing this thought.
Friends, let me show you what it says in Acts 2:42 / “They devoted themselves to
the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to breaking of bread and to prayer.”

Are you still yelling “I want that!” | am ready for all of this renewing kind of stuff
Blake, | no longer want to live my life this way!” “HERE ARE MY FEET GOD, |
AM GIVING THEM BACK TO YOU!”

Are you ready to start walking the tightrope of life WITH a net but you need
direction on that first step? The first thing you need to do is get connected to a
local church! Now, for some of you the needle on the record just skipped and
you went from excitement to disappoint in like half a millisecond. But before
shutting off your brain for those of you that have read all the previous chapters
of this book, keep tracking with me, don’t let what | just said stop you from
continuing on. Please allow me to defend my position regarding the church
today.

| want to start by coming right out and tell you that | have heard all the church
horror stories. We have all at one point heard one or two or maybe you have your
own.

So let me focus for a minute on what church is not.

One Sunday morning a pregnant teen entered a church just before services were
to begin. It was very evident she was pregnant and there was no one with her.

Her clothes were very worn and ragged. In her hand she carried a worn out bible.

The church she entered had the people of the congregation all dressed to
impress.

As she took a seat, others moved away from her. No one greeted,
spoke to, or even welcomed her. They were all appalled evidently that this teen
was pregnant.

The preacher gave a long sermon about character and integrity.

As the young girl was leaving the church, the preacher approached her and
asked her to do him a favor. "Before you come back in here again,

have a talk with God and ask him what He thinks would be appropriate attire

for worship." The girl although she was pregnant assured the preacher she
would.
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The next Sunday, she showed back up for the services wearing the same
maternity clothes

Once again she was completely ignored by the congregation.

The preacher approached the young pregnant girl and said, "l thought | asked
you to speak to God before you came back to our church."

"l did," replied the girl.

"If you spoke to God, what did he tell you the proper attire should be for a young
woman like yourself to worship in here?" asked the preacher.

"Well, sir, God told me that He didn't have a clue what | should wear."
"He said He'd never been in this church before."

| have cringed and immediately apologized for people within the church that |
don’t even know, to the people telling me their stories. | then let them know from
my perspective the people that lived in their 4 walls of the church obviously don’t
get it. | then again, apologize and tell them | am sorry that they had to personally
get caught up in the middle of the confusion.

Understand that the church is not four walls and it was not created to keep a
certain few in and leave the rest out. And so | apologize to you, those willing and
those that are ready to give their feet to God.

| know you some of you have stories but | want so desperately for you to look
past what happened and focus on what can happen. Forget the “what did” and
strive for the “what will”.

You see church is not intended to be a brick box where people wear their one
minute halo’s. But instead, church should be a huge trampoline that stretches
from one side of the planet to the other. What | mean is it gets old jumping by
yourself, its more fun to invite others to jump with you. No matter who you are,
whether you are a Christian or not, addict or not, divorced or not, it does not
matter. The trampoline is for everyone to jump on, no one should ever be left out.

Everyone should be having a blast. Jumping on the trampoline is totally “off the
hook!” And with the trampoline representing the church and if we are all having a
blast no matter who we are, we then find ourselves happy and rejoicing together.
[Side Note]: When did church stop being fun?

Philippians 2:18/I am glad and rejoice with all of you. So you too should be glad
and rejoice with me.
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It's not Brickianity it's Christianity! It's Brothers and Sisters rejoicing because we
love God! It's because we are seeking him and we are searching for him, but it
comes down to the eternal fact that it’s all about him.

A church that truly rejoices in God will not care who you are or where you come
from. Wow! Now there is a concept.

So we can find ourselves walking the tightrope of life with a net and being
connected to a body of people who for one, get it and love to rejoice in this very
God that can bring real transformation in our lives. Would | be wrong in saying
that these are the kind of people you would want to hang out with? The kind of
people that are like minded and are focused on the things above. | don’'t know
about you but man, sign me up, that is what | want! | like to call it Fellowship!!!

| hate to admit it but there are still squazillions of brick boxes out there, keep
searching until you find yourself a trampoline.
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Making It Real for Real Life: Life Q’s
“Community Trampoline”

Life Questions:

Left to ourselves and alone we are all dangerous! God created us for
community. The word “community” can be broken down into “common-unity.”
That’'s what being a part of the family of God is all about. No one should be
jumping alone on a trampoline! Can you say, “Boring!?”

*If you do have a church horror story, let’s just get it out of your system. What we
want you to do is write it out, then, let it go. Focus on the “what can and what will”
as you look to get plugged into a local church”.

“Write it out, then let it go!”

LQ#1  According to Acts 2:42 what four things did the new believers devote
themselves to? What do these activities say to you about relationship
and community?

LQ#2 Do you agree or disagree with this statement? “Church should be a
place that’s fun and exciting?” Why or why not? Write out your
answer.
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LQ#3 If you are not currently connected to a local church family, step over
the line and write out your commitment to pursue connection in a local
church. Write your time line for this goal. Why do you think it's
important to walk with God and with others who are like - minded?

Connecting with God

Pray this Prayer: “Dear God, would you help me, lead me and guide me to find a
church home? | don’t want to walk the tightrope of life alone. | desire to find a
church that is committed to loving God and loving people. | want to be in a
church where discipleship and personal spiritual growth is a priority not an option.
In Jesus’ Name, Amen.”
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Jesus

When walking the tightrope of life WITH a net, the last point of guidance is, you
have to know JESUS.

Jesus Christ. He is the NET....

Jesus has become not only a pop culture name, but songs have been written
about him, he has been the subject on the canvas of artists, books have been
written about him.

He has been the subject of debate on Larry King more times than | can count.
His popularity doesn’t stop there. Jesus has shown up as a cartoon character on
The Simpson’s, South Park and King of the Hill. You can hear about Jesus by
watching sporting events at a party or at the stadium. You can'’t tell me you have
never been at a game and not heard someone call his name out! Hey, wait a
minute! Maybe you are that person shouting out his name! All because your team
misses a basket at the buzzer to break a tie game, or your team fumbled the ball
on the 3 yard line, better yet the quarterback throws an interception causing your
team to lose the game. Oh, we know that can bring us to the point of maybe
using his full name huh? Reality check! We love calling out the name Jesus when
we hurt ourselves around the house doing yard work or cleaning. Also, we like to
call out his name when people don’t drive the way we think they should. We have
so many reasons for his name being brought up in culture but rarely is it giving
him praise.

Check this out! We even have actors and actresses who wear shirts with Jesus
on them. Pamela Anderson was once asked about her faith, “she said, | love
Jesus, he is my homeboy!” Isn’t that just too sweet? Movies have been made
with Jesus as the subject or part of the subject — Passion of the Christ, The Da
Vinci Code. | got this from Pastor Mark Driscoll who made the amazing discovery
of some B rated movies that have Jesus in the film. Here’s an example: there is
the Canadian inspired kung fu horror comedy Jesus Christ Vampire Hunter. Are
you kidding me? Oh but wait a minute, we can’t forget our favorite made up
NASCAR driver Ricky Bobby played by Will Ferrell in Talladega Nights the
Legend of Ricky Bobby. Many of us know he prayed to baby Jesus. There is
even a hot air balloon with Jesus stuck right there on the side of it. And for those
of you who like monster trucks, yes, there is a Jesus monster truck. | can’t wait
for Jesus to show up in the ring at the WWE in spandex all roided out. “| am
totally kidding!”

Man, “I could go on and on about pop culture Jesus. And yes, we can laugh and
say, Gee isn’t that special.” But am | missing something here? What about real
Jesus?
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What about this Jesus of the Bible?

Paul says in 2 Corinthians 11:3-4/But | am afraid that just as Eve was deceived
by the serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow BE LED ASTRAY from your
sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 4For if someone comes to you and preaches
a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from
the one you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put
up with it easily enough.

Hmmm, be led astray................

Jehovah’s Witnesses ring your doorbell and say, “Jesus was an angel that
became man.

Mormonism teaches that Jesus was the half brother of Lucifer and not God. But a
man who became one of many Gods.

Bahai’s teaches that Jesus was a manifestation of God and that he was a
prophet but inferior to Muhammad and some dude named Baha’u’allah.

Buddhism teaches that Jesus was not God but rather a very enlightened man like
Buddha.

Christian Science founder Mary Baker Eddy says, “Jesus is not God!”
Hindu teaches that Jesus was not God. But he was as much God as Krishna.

Islam teaches that Jesus was merely a man and a prophet who is inferior to
Muhammad. (No, not the boxer)

| forgot | do have one more pop culture reference. November of 2007 Will Smith,
“Fresh Prince of Bellaire”, actor extraordinaire said in Tom Cruises defense — that
and | quote, “People make fun of Tom for being a Scientologist but the ignorant
don’t know that Scientology has the same principles as the gospel.”

“‘Ummm, Will, what does Scientology have to do with Jesus?”

Jesus is more loved and hated than any other person that has ever lived. He is
the most famous person in all of history.

So who was Jesus? Do we know what he looked like? Isaiah 53:2 / He had no
beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should
desire him.

Now here is where it gets good. The Bible says that Jesus possesses all of the
attributes of God because He is God; Matthew 1:23 /The virgin will be with child
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and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” which means, “God
with us.”

So here we have one of the most astonishing things about Jesus is that, as God,
He actually chose to come into our sick, twisted, evil and cruel world and be with
us. To suffer like us and for us! Get this! Jesus left His eternal throne in heaven
to walk down the cosmic staircase to this cursed world to embrace us.

Hebrews 4:14-16 reveals to us a Jesus that can embrace you and I, he can lead
us, and even empower us, even on our worst days.

Lastly, what about the Jesus that took our place, the Jesus that died and then
rose again?

What about the Jesus the saved us from being eternally separated from God.
What about the Jesus that says | am the only way?

John 14:6 / | am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.

This is the Jesus | want you to know.

Is this Jesus your NET or like millions before you, are you making the same
decision to walk the tightrope of life solo?
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Making It Real for Real Life: Life Q’s
“Jesus”

Life Questions:

As Pastor Blake pointed out, we live in a culture where Jesus is popular. People
live to love him or love to hate him. It was true when he was walking the earth in
his earth suit and it’s true today as he lives on through his people. As a college
student studying to become a minister, one professor gave an essay exam that
had one question! The question was, “Which Jesus?” That question is relevant
as we come toward the end of this book and | ask you to consider this question,
“Which Jesus?”

LQ#1  According to 2 Corinthians 11:3-4 Paul was cautioning the Christians
to beware of what kinds of things? Write out your answer.

LQ#2  Why do you think Jesus was willing to leave heaven, put on an earth
suit and live out his life here on this planet for about 33 years? Why is
that so amazing? Write out your thoughts.

LQ#3 In John 14:6 Jesus said he was three things. List those three things. If
Jesus is who he says he is in this verse, what does this say about
other religions, philosophies and belief systems?

Connecting with God
Pray this Prayer: “Dear God, would you help me discern and understand the

difference between truth and deception? Would you protect and help me learn
how to grow and defend my belief in Jesus? In Jesus’ Name, Amen.”
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CHANGE

Romans 3:23 / “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

But God loves you so much he wants to save you from your sin. He wants to
offer you a new hope along with a new life in him.

John 10:10 / “I| have come that you may have life and have it to the fullest.”

Friends, understand the greatest gift was given for you and for me. That was
God’s only son Jesus Christ — who walked on this earth as a sinless man though
he was tempted by evil, he remained pure then shed his blood for our salvation.
Just like it says in,

Romans 5:8 / “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Romans 5:11 / “Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”

When you give Jesus your feet you receive this gift by faith alone.

Ephesians 2:8 / “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith and is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God not works, so that no one can boast.”

Faith is a decision of your heart demonstrated by actions of your life. The way
you walk in the things you do and say. Here is the good news,

Romans 10:9 / “If you confess with your mouth, Jesus Christ is Lord, and believe
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” You will be
saved! You will have everlasting life. You will live in the kingdom of God when
your time is done here on earth.

After reading this book is it now clear that there is something missing in your life?
Do you feel like you are about to fall off the tightrope?

| don’t care what you have done in your past or what you are doing in the
present. Jesus Christ can transform you, he can heal you, he can deliver you
from whatever chains that might be binding you in your life. All you need to do is
give your life to him.

If you want this freedom, if you want to know there is a net beneath your feet
today, just make this simple step that changes your life forever.
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The Prayer:

Dear God, | know | am a sinner but | also know something is missing in my life. |
know now that you are the God of second chances and | do believe your only
son Jesus Christ died for my sins. God, | want to make an eternal destination
decision. | no longer want to be separated from you.

In Jesus Name, AMEN

If you have made a decision to give your life to Jesus today, please use this page
as a reminder of the date and time you made this eternal destination decision, so
you can cherish and share with others for years to come.

Name

Date

Time
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"Whatever you do, do it with all your might. Work at it, early and late, in season
and out of season, not leaving a stone unturned, and never deferring for a single
hour that which can be done just as well as now."

-P.T. Barnum
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Evangelist Blake Porter
www.blakespeaks.com

In a world filled with confusion and indifference, Blake Porter Ministries have
made it their mission to provide today’s young people with the knowledge, love
and support needed to navigate the challenges unique to this generation.

BPM believes that through the Grace of God, the Movement of the Holy Spirit,
and the redemption of Jesus Christ, they can “Set a Flame” to this generation to
take action and build a Radical Faith with eternal hope for an eternal future.

Founder/Lead Communicator:

Blake Porter is a dynamic, anointed speaker of the Gospel. Whether he is using
his unique brand of humor or he is being skillfully challenging, Blake’s messages
will pierce the heart of any audience. He is a called voice for this generation as
he travels across the country speaking to churches, at youth events, colleges,
concerts and conferences. Blake’'s theme for life, “Set a Flame” is evident no
matter where he speaks.

Blake and his bride Melissa reside in Frisco,Texas.

Booking Blake to Speak: blake@blakespeaks.com or blakespeaks@yahoo.com
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Pastor Jimmy Pruitt
www.morningstarabilene.com

Pastor Jimmy is a Director at Blake Porter Ministries as well as the Lead Pastor
of Morning Star Community Church in Abilene, Texas. Pastor Jimmy is a
graduate of Howard Payne University in central Texas and attended
Southwestern Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. Jimmy has a passion for touching
his local community with the practical teachings of God’s word through relevant
creative methods.

Pastor Jimmy is married to his bride Annette and they have 3 children, Alesha,
Christopher and Rachel.

Pastor Bo Chancey
www.compasschristianchurch.com

Pastor Bo is a Director at Blake Porter Ministries as well as the Lead Pastor of
Compass Christian Church in Frisco, Texas. Bo is a gifted communicator who is
passionate about challenging people to fall madly in love with Jesus Christ. He
believes that church should be fun and that God desperately desires that all
people find the freedom of living an abundant life in Him.

Bo is married to his bride, Somer and they have a daughter named Alizah and in
January of 2005, they had a son named Aysen (Ace) then in December of 2006
they had another daughter named Ensley.
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